Owr Ludy of Good Sounsel

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT * December 22, 2019 * Merry Christmas
137 West Upper Ferry Road * West Trenton, New Jersey 08628 * 609-882-3277

Rev. Michael Hall, Pastor = Deacon Steven Szmutko

unto you
is born
this day
in the city
of David

a Savior,
which is
Christ

the Lord
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Our Lady of Good Counsel Church

Flass Fntentions

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2019
5:00 PM Eleanore & Paul Gofus r/o Gail Ann Palatine
Richard L. Palatine r/o Gail Ann Palatine
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2019
Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:30 AM Gloria Buttaci r/o Norman Buttaci
10:30 AM Helen Thompson rlo M/M Steve Czelusniak
Nicholas Muscente Sr. & For the Intentions of
Marie Muscente r/o Daughter, Carol
MONDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2019
7:30 AM Gloria Buttaci r/o Norman Buttaci
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2019 CHRISTMAS EVE
7:30 AM Al Venanzi r/lo Venanzi Family

Children’s Choir will sing at 5:00 PM Mass

5:00 PM Stephen Schragger
r/o Wife, Mary Ellen & Family
10:30 PM People of the Parish - Mass at Midnight
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25,2019 CHRISTMAS DAY
The Nativity of Our Lord
8:30 AM Anne & James Newell & Son, James
r/o Family
10:30 Laura & Antonio DeLellis r/o Children
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2019
7:30 AM June Perrine
r/o Deacon Steve & Mary Szmutko
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2019
7:30 AM James E. Newell, Il r/o Sister, Debbie
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2019
8:00 AM Special Intention
5:00 PM Marie & William Dolton r/o Helen Marie Dolton
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2019

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
Andrew Giancarli r/o Mary & Fred Como
Judith B. Peoples r/o Czelusniak Family
James Gambino r/o Family

/7(5\’ \
wedding banns
W’u - —/F
Il Tina Rutkowski OLGC & Michael Giovanni

8:30 AM
10:30 AM

Collection Totals Unavailable
Early Publishing date
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Fourth 4 4
Sunday

of
Advent

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28

5:00 PM Anna Adomaitis, Fran Zenchak, Joyce Christensen
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29 The Holy Family

8:30 AM Carol & Michael Lake, Tom Voorhees

10:00 AM Preferred Care Visits: Butch Kramer

10:30 AM Tony Jones, Linda Reasoner, Darlene Wilson
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31 Vigil-Mary, Mother of God
5:00 PM Butch Kramer, Fran Zenchak, Mary Szmutko
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 1 Mary, Mother of God
9:00 AM Joyce Christensen, Michael & Carol Lake

READERS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28

5:00 PM Elise Stankus

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29 The Holy Family

8:30 AM Sean Feddema

10:30 AM Laura Shea

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31 Vigil-Mary, Mother of God
5:00 PM Mary Lou Delahanty

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 1 Mary, Mother of God

ALTAR SERVERS

9:00 AM Darlene Gavin Wilson

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28

5:00 PM Marcus Christensen

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29 The Holy Family

8:30 AM Dylan Rutkowski

10:30 AM Nora Shea

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31 Vigil- Mary, Mother of God
5:00 PM Connor Grieg

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 1 Mary, Mother of God
9:00 AM Jacob Pasquito

PARISH EVENTS

Saturday, December 21 Novenas in honor of Our Lady of the
Miraculous Medal and St. Jude follow morning Mass.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will take place at 4:00 PM
Sunday, December 22 after the 10:30 a.m. Mass we will be
Decorating the Church for Christmas. Volunteers are most
appreciated. Many hands make the work light. This is a great
family tradition to add to your Advent preparation activities.

— ﬁl




Christmas

Mass &hoaule

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S MASSES

Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24t
5:00 (With Children’s Choir) and
10:30 PM (Mass at Midnight)
Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 25%
8:30 and 10:30 AM

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, & Joseph
Vigil Mass, Saturday, December 28"
5:00 PM
Sunday, December 29
8:30 and 10:30 AM

Mary, Mother of God
Vigil Mass, Tuesday, December 31°
5:00 PM
ew Year’s Day, Tuesday, January 1%, 2019
9:00 AM

ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ

Church Office is CLOSED
December 24, 25, 26, 31 & January 1

through the coming year.
God bless you and your family,
Rev. Michael Hall, Pastor
Deacon Steven Szmutko,
Brenda O’Callaghan, CRE
and the Parish Staff of Our Lady of
Good Counsel Church.
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Please help us put up the \

Nativity in the Church and finish

4 From our _Chrlstmas .decoratlng
following the 10:30 Mass

4 the Sunday, December 22nd.

J — dStOI’ Our Christmas Schedule will be
the same as last year, which seemed to work
well. Please note that we will celebrate the Mass ‘
During the Night (Mass at Midnight) with the
Proclamation of the Incarnation at 10:30PM on
Christmas Eve. Fr. Mike

%%%%%#

Parish Office is CLOSED
December 24, 25, 26, 31
And January 1, 2020

May God'’s richest blessings continue with you

CHURCH CALENDARS
The 2020 Calendars are available in the vestibule of
the church. We offer a very special thank you to the
Murphy Funeral Home, for donating the calendars.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

Heavenly Father, Your divine Son taught us to pray
to the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into His
vineyard. We earnestly beg You to bless our
Diocese and our world with many priests and
religious men and women who will love You
fervently, and gladly and courageously spend their
lives in service to Your Son’s Church under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. We pray that their lives
may be always centered on our Eucharistic Lord;
that they be always faithful to the Holy Father, and
that they may be devoted sons and daughters of
Mary, our Mother, in making You known and loved;
and that all may attain Heaven. Bless our parish
families and our children and choose from our
homes those whom You desire for this holy work.
We ask this in Jesus’ hame. Amen
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December 22, 2019

Deacon Steve Szmutko's Reflection - 4th Sunday of Advent & Christmas

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which
means “God is with us.” (Matthew 11la — from Isaiah 7: 7)

As a child, | found that the final weeks of Advent seemed endless. Every afternoon at
Immaculate Conception Grammar School, the good Franciscan Sisters would march us to the
auditorium to prepare for our annual Christmas show and party. With the special smell of
freshly run ditto sheets permeating the air, we rehearsed both sacred hymns and Christmas
Carols. There was a fixation on two songs in particular: The Little Drummer Boy, and Silver
Bells, for which the nuns had great affection. The sounds of “Pa-rum-pum-pum-pum” and
“Silver Bells (the latter in two-part harmony of course) echoed endlessly throughout the auditorium. Perhaps for this reason,
I have mixed emotions to this day about the little drummer boy (Enough with the drum, already!), but realize it could be worse;
thank goodness that Dominic the Christmas Donkey was not on the playlist. Finally the day would arrive and we would
perform — singing loudly, if not always perfectly — to Sister’'s magic pitch-pipe or the ancient, slightly-out-of-tune, tinny upright
piano in the corner of the stage. We sang of Santa Claus, city sidewalks, Rudolph, and — as was appropriate — of The First
Noel, heralding angels, the manger, and lastly, the joy and peace of Silent Night.

Years passed! Soon we were married with children. Christmas came quicker and the few weeks after Thanksgiving
seemed to pass in the blink of an eye. There was so much to do: presents, decorations, Christmas lights and — somewhere
in the midst of all of the secular “stuff” — the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Often we, like many other parents, collapsed in
the wee hours of Christmas morning from exhaustion — awakening bleary-eyed just a few short hours later by the gleeful
shouts of children discovering the presents under the tree. More years pass and soon our children are grown and experience
the same joy with their kids — our grandchildren. Ah, the circle of life!

Yet, in quiet moments of grace, we realize that there is more, much more, to the great Feast of Christmas. As wonderful
as the celebrations are, as beautiful as the Christmas tree and lights and ornaments are, as gracious as gifts can be, they are
but a small part of the significance of the Nativity and pale before the Solemnity’s profound meaning. For many, Christmas
can be a time of sadness and loneliness, a remembrance of those who are no longer with us, or a reminder that life in this
world is not all that we had hoped it would be.

It is often in those times — as it should be in all times — that we come to know the true meaning of Christmas: that God so
loved this world, that he sent his only begotten son to bring us peace and salvation so that we might share in the Kingdom of
Heaven. What greater gift can be given or received than that of eternal life! And so, in moments of grace and tranquility, let
us pause to give praise to God and thank him for his blessings. As we share in the Sacred Eucharist, let us ponder the great
mystery of our Faith. Christ, fully divine, became fully human for our sake, and — in a quiet stable in the side of a hill — entered
into the world to begin the journey that culminated in the great gift of his Paschal Mystery. Merry Christmas and may the
peace of Our Lord Jesus Christ fill your hearts and minds and spirits with grace and joy, now and forever.

“Do not be afraid; for behold, | proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city
of David a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord And this will be a sign for you: you will f|nd an infant

Many thanks to all who participated in this year’s gift giving to help
brighten Christmas morning for struggling families in our Trenton
Diocese. The turnout was very good despite having our temporary
donations area in the rectory garage. Together we helped provide

373 gifts to Catholic Charities of Trenton and Mount Carmel Guild.
A special thanks for the hard work of our Social Service Committee
members and other volunteers who decorated our gifting area, made
gift tags and helped process the gifts, and to everyone for your
generous support of our Christmas Outreach program.

Have a Merry Christmas.
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Confirmation Parties
Bereavement Luncheons metro
Graduation Parties [ SJIEE Rt
GELCETRETID LTI R 10+ years serving neighbors
: Much More. amazon
Q Call our Banquet Director [ rime and
Chas Edinger today. l

¥ google one
In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service 234 West Upper Ferry Road 3::“:’“"{““"‘ ‘"“:5*':'“' Plan
609-882-1150 | www.bloominggroveinn.com ennington Ave Trenton

In Pennington Shopping Plaza

- French Drains - Basement Remodeling
- Foundation Repair - Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed

| Off
877'401'4777 R | Any New Stairlift

morganbhasementwaterproofing.com With This Ad
« FREE in home
morganhasements.com vl

Elegant Dining
Casual Gatherings i
: .1
For All Parties & Events g-:;%:f,:g
Let's meet at Freddie's!

« Family owned &
operated for more
than 20 years

1.888.900.8883

www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com :

RO 943

Foeditte 5 Savern
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Make a Difference in Your Community

VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross

Established in 1933

1
i-ofato
| ,_.l 1.' 1LE - 1

:STAIF:L‘FTS'

DONNA M. MURRAY
Sales Associate, REALTOR®

BERKSHIRE E—
HATHAWAY From Starter to

HomeServices Stately Homes
AFox & Roach, REALTORS" 22+ Years Top Agent

Office (609) 924-1600 - Cell (908) 391-8396 - donnamurray@comcast.net
www.donnamurrayrealestate.com « 253 Nassau Street, Princeton, NJ 08540

Freddie's Tavern :
12 Railroad Ave, Ewing, NJ 08628 Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer
609-882-0978

Jhanks... catholicmatch’
Please take the time to read
the ads which make your [""-J 'E‘"u L) ‘.ll 'jr ﬂ- 'lp'r
bulletin possible. Help
support them as they
support the parish.
Mention the church bulletin
when you patronize their
establishments.

, o
Mallory's Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 - info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send

your email address by text message:
~ Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started. Vet them brow they

a are appaetiabed.

Commercial Rates are at an All Time Low.
Contact us today to get a free analysis
to see if we can help Save you money

24 Hour Protection at HOME & AWAY!

VFamlIY V Ambulance with your monthly payments on your
. . commercial property. Multi-Family, Retail,
|/PoI|ce ‘/Flre o & Office Building, Apartment and Condos.
AS LOW AS GPS + Fall Alert* + APP Tracking * s — 21 Fu nd I ng Can close in as little as 45 days! Four season
; customer service is our top priority.

L
1 |9AMonth* v 24/7°365 - USA Based Monitoring

el SN No Contract Www.duqfunding.com
v SHEELLIGEING 1650 Market Street - Suite 3600 CatholicMatch.com/
CALL NOW! 800-866-2180 Philadelphia, PA 19103 dateNJ

533 Our Lady of Good Counsel (I) John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc. (800) 333-3166 - www.jppc.net
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—_— FUNERAL Il OME =—
& URTMATION STRVICT
“Family Qwned & Operated”

935 Parkway Ave., Ewing, NJ 609-882-3800 1863 Hamilton Ave., Hamilton, NJ
Michael V. Grandi, NJ Lic. No 4427, Manager
N\ acMoray | BEW Kids Academs, Inc | IEIRIEIMES
General A/CR
-Alerncir:dltlon:ll;allrrlstallation Aftef' SChOOl Pr OgP am
- Multi-Zone Systems Summer Camp
- A/CRepl t .
T 6 Weeks to PreK MIEE

=resn  267-577-3569 | Wanda D. Lattimer, Director P iding Q It S f 20
JEain 967-357-0022 1640 Pennington Road, Ewing, NJ 08618 roviding Quality Service for over 20 years

Genen info@hiacmoraveom | 609-493-5533 bwkidsacademy.com | W. Trenton, NJ 609-771-6804
MARY ANNE BOHLINGER CPALLC [{M’B’m"g WILSON_APPLE
TAX ¢ ACCOUNTING * PLANNING SERVICES CLEANING CORP
Mary Anne Bohlinger, CPA CFP® Since 1927 FUNERAL HOME

39 W UpPER FERRY RD. COMPLETE JANITORIAL SERVING THE ]‘.IOPEWELL VaLLEY For 50 YEARS
AND WINDOW CLEANING |2 B gEhiiitiiTy 609-737-1498
Ewing, NJ 08628-2714 SERVICES Robert A. Wilson, Owner N.J Lic. No. 2520
(609) 538-8351 Day & Evening Service R. Asher Wilson, Manager N.J. Lic. No. 3823
www.bohlinger.com 882-7400 Pennington Circle, Pennington, NJ

Serving Ewi i For 60+ Years!
akie i ?arﬁs:de Brenna-Cellini o

Owned by Ewing

Funeral Home |  resentsproudy

serving the Ewing
WE WILL BEAT OUR community!
COMPETITORS PRICES

Our newly renovated facility offers families a modern & welcoming atmosphere while
also being in compliance with current ADA regulations. We are fully ADA accessible!

Lorrame Kosztyu, DMD, Family Owned and

FREE INSPECTION €7 Hﬂf

General Family & Cosmetic Dentistry i @), Licensed & Insured
— — Operated Since 1987 ¢ 0 Shtaions &P
,-. y Monday 8 am-6 pm ® Tuesda): 7:30 am-5 pm ﬂ a @fegﬁday 6>d7’6i"

| Wednesday 8 am-5:30 pm ¢ Friday 8 am-4 pm Log onto
e www.jppc.net

1 ) conveniently from
‘ Call (609) 896-1050 1o schedule an appointment. R I I I I W AY Son
Visit WWW.KOSZTYU.COM Oriline Gatalog

WATERPROOFING CO. | @in@dy

Saturday - Open One Per Month

Cnline ' Rroofing |
7
What’s My Name? BASEMENT WATERPROOFING | auvejor cre
ards Accep
The #WHATSMYNAME Movement asks everyone MOLD REMEDIATION FREE UPS L7 —
to simply ask drivers “What's my name?” before GROUND 'r‘\ {
entering their vehicle to make sure it is the car they & OUNDATION REPAIR a‘ SHF TR —
are supposed to enter. o= ™

H#WHATSMYNAME W& 609-386-6969 = !E
In Rememberance of Samantha Josephson WWW.R|ghtwayWaterproof|ng.Com é ;-\,

533 Our Lady of Good Counsel (b) John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc. (800) 333-3166 - www.jppc.net
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