
  Our Lady 

137 West Upper Ferry Road • West Trenton, New Jersey 08628 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT • December 15, 2019• GAUDETE SUNDAY 

Rev. Michael Hall, Pastor 
Deacon Steven Szmutko 

Brenda O’Callaghan, CRE 
 

MASSES 
Weekdays: Monday thru Friday 7:30 AM 

Saturday 8:00 AM 
Weekends: Saturday Vigil 5:00 PM 

Sunday 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM 
Holy Days: 7:30 AM, Noon & 7:00 PM 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 to 4:30 PM 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Mondays 8:00 AM to 7:00 PM 
 
 

Parish Ministries & Services 
Parish Rectory & Office  609-882-3277 
Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM  Fax: 609-882-4375 
Monday thru Friday Website: olgcc.net 
   E-mail: rectoryoffice@olgcc.net 
Religious Education 
Brenda O’Callaghan, CRE  609-883-9005 
 E-mail: religiouseducation@olgcc.net 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Rectory Office  609-882-3277 
 
Adult Faith Formation 
Deacon Steve  609-947-0587 
 
Consolation Ministry 
Rectory Office  609-882-3277 
 
Homebound Out Reach 
Rectory Office  609-882-3277 
 
Infant Baptism 
Mary Szmutko  609-847-0796 
 
Knights of Columbus 
Frank Ferdetta, Grand Knight  609-883-1559 
George Steward, Church Director  609-883-9173 
 
Liturgical Ministers 
Rectory Office  609-882-3277 
  
Music Ministry 
Deirdre Hindley, Organist  609-882-3215 
 
RCIA  
Deacon Steve  609-947-0587 
 
Senior’s Club 
Mary Pat Voorhees, President  570-290-2373 
Dolores Sebasto, Vice President  609-882-5085 
 
Social Services 
James Gambino  609-818-1708 
 
Youth Ministry 
Darlene Wilson  609-882-2996 
 
Web Master   
Debbie Smith 609-882-3277 
 

of  Good  
 Counsel 



OOur Lady of Good Counsel Church 

0533olgc                                                                                       1 
 

 
SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 14, 2019  
8:00 AM  Special Intention  
5:00 PM  Connie Davidson  
  r/o Sister, Dolores DeBlasio 
  Joseph Filippo r/o Wife, Frances & Son 
 
SUNDAY,   DECEMBER 15, 2019   

Third Sunday Of Advent 
8:30 AM  Leon Beauvais 
10:30 AM  Anthony Persichilli   
  r/o Stan & Joanne Sliwinski 
 
MONDAY,  DECEMBER 16, 2019     
7:30 AM   Msgr. Philip Lowery 
 
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 17, 2019 
7:30 AM  Maria Monaco   
  r/o Son, Vincent Monaco & Family 
 
WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 18, 2019 
7:30 AM  Dolores Brienza r/o Barbara Holohan  
 
THURSDAY,  DECEMBER 19, 2019 
7:30 AM  Special Intention  
 
FRIDAY,   DECEMBER 20, 2019 
7:30 AM  Patricia & Joseph Cebulski  
  r/o Karen & Robert Dorio 
  
SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 21, 2019  
8:00 AM  Special Intention  
5:00 PM  Eleanor & Paul Gofus r/o Gail Ann Palatine 
  Richard L. Palatine r/o Gail Ann Palatine 
 
SUNDAY,   DECEMBER 22, 2019  

Fourth Sunday Of Advent 

8:30 AM  Gloria Buttaci r/o Norman Buttaci 
10:30 AM  Helen Thompson  
  r/o M/M Steve Czelusniak 
  Nicholas Muscente Sr. & For the Intention 
  of Marie Muscente r/o Daughter, Carol 
 
 

 
 
 
II Tina Rutkowski OLGC & Michael Giovanni 

 

He comes to save you 
Be strong, fear not!  Here is your God. 

He comes with mercy and pardon, 
He comes to save you. 

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, 
the ears of the deaf be cleared; 

then will the lame leap like a stag, 
and the tongue of the mute sing. 

Those whom the Lord has ransomed 
will return signing, crowned with everlasting joy. 

Sorrow and mourning will flee. 
The Prophet Isaiah 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 
5:00 PM Jackie Crane, Ginny Evans, Fran Zenchak 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 
8:30 AM Michael & Carol Lake, Mary Szmutko 
10:00 AM Preferred Care Visits: Claude LeGall 
10:30 AM        Joyce Christensen, Tony Jones, Linda Reasoner 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9 Adoration Closed 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 
5:00 PM Maeve Cannon 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 
8:30 AM Fran Golinski 
10:30 AM Darlene Wilson 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 
5:00 PM Connor Grieg 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 
8:30 AM Brayden Spina  
10:30 AM James Gummel  

Saturday, December 14, Novenas in honor of Our Lady of 
the Miraculous Medal and St. Jude follow morning Mass.  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will take place at 4:00  
Sunday and Monday, December 15/16, Religious 
Education Classes are Closed for Christmas. See you next 
year, January 5/6. Have a wonderful Holiday Season! 
 

Pray for our Sick:  
Ben Agtuca, Michael 
Babick,  Rosemarie Buker, 
Richard Cook, Sara Cooper, 

Daniel DeFranceso, Elizabeth Gervasoni, Nick Gregorio, 
Sherri Hanlon, Thomas McGuire, Dolores Megesy, Keith 
Mello, Joan Moore, Marie Muscente, Kim Nash, Angelika 
Niranjan, Rita Obed, Vincent O’Dell, Elaine Palatine, Jeff 
Papp, Pat Robinson, Lucy Saganowski, Kristy Shanahan, 
Joan Shaw, Elayne Smith, Paul Sollami,  Stephen Thoma, & 
Gary Vanderbilt and all parishioners who are sick or 
homebound. Please call the parish office at 609-882-3277 to 
add a name to the prayer list and to inform us when all is 
well so we may take a name off the list. 

 
Weekly Collection 

Registered Parishioners   735 families 
Parishioners using envelopes      211                 
Envelope Contributions           $4,947.00 
Average Contribution              $23.45 
Loose Cash                   $706.00 
Contributions for December 8th           $5,653.00 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

READERS 

PARISH EVENTS 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

ALTAR SERVERS 

PARISH EVENTS 
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Thursday, 

 
December 19 

 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Additional Priest will be available for Confession.  

Come prepare your heart for our Infant King.  
 

Children's Christmas Choir 
Join us for Practice Sundays 9:20-10:20 am, in the cry room 
of the church. We will sing at the Christmas Eve 5 PM Mass. 
For more information or any questions, please contact Mary 
Anne LeGall at cmlegall@gmail.com or call 609-883-4464. 
 

Please Note Early Bulletin Deadlines 
Articles for 12/29 Bulletin Due 12/16 
Articles for 01/05 Bulletin Due 12/23 

 
 

Knights Korner News 
 

The winning Super 50/50 Raffle 
Ticket was drawn on December 
7th during the Incarnation – St. 

James Electronic Bingo. The winning # was 1556 and 
the ticket was purchased at Ewing Community Fest 
Family Weekend. The winner will receive a check for 
$2,577.50. Thank you to everyone who participated and 
purchased tickets. Merry Christmas!  

Knights of Columbus - Membership 
As Catholic men, we are called to do more. The Ewing Knights 
of Columbus Council 3756 can help you answer that call. Your 
membership connects you with opportunities to make an 
impact in your community and gives you access to resources 
to help you grow deeper in faith and stay informed about the 
issues Catholics care about. You'll also have exclusive access 
to insurance and financial planning products to help you 
protect your family. If you would like more information visit the 
Knights of Columbus internet site 
http://www.kofc.org/un/joinus/en/index.html. Or contact Past 
Grand Knight Eugene Blicharz @ 609-462-2689 or Grand 
Knight Frank Ferdetta @ 609-883-1559. 
 

 

ALTAR CANDLES FOR MARY AND JOSEPH  
Please note: December 15th is the final date candles may be 
requested for the Altar of Mary and/or Joseph. The Candles will burn 
for a week 12/15—12/21 then our Christmas decorations will be 
going up.  

CHURCH DECORATING 
We are looking for volunteers 
to  help us put up the Nativity in 
the Church and finish all our 
Christmas decorating following 
the 10:30 Mass on Sunday, 
December 22ND Many hands 
make light the work. Thanks! 

 
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S MASSES  

 
Advent Penance Service 

Thursday, December 19 7:00 PM 
 

Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24th  
5:00 (With Children’s Choir) and  

10:30 PM (Mass at Midnight) 
Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 25th  

8:30 and 10:30 AM  
 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, & Joseph 
Vigil Mass, Saturday, December 28th    

5:00 PM 

Sunday, December 29th     
8:30 and 10:30 AM  

 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
(Holy Day of Obligation) 

Vigil Mass, Tuesday, December 31st  
5:00 PM 

New Year’s Day, Wednesday, January 1st, 2020 
9:00 AM 

 
Church Office is CLOSED 

 December 24, 25, 26, 31 & January 1   

CHURCH CALENDARS 
The 2020 Calendars are available in the vestibule of the 
church.  We offer a very special thank you to the Murphy 

Funeral Home, for donating the calendars. 
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Reflections on the Sunday Readings 
December 15, 2019 – Third Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 35: 1-6a, 10    Psalm 146: 6-10     James 5: 7-10 
Matthew 11: 2-11 

 
“The desert and the parched land will exult; the steppe will rejoice and 
bloom.  They will bloom with abundant flowers, and rejoice with joyful 
song.” (Isaiah 35: 1-2a) 
 

Today, we celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent, traditionally called 
Gaudete Sunday.  The word Gaudete means “rejoice,” and reminds us 
of the approach of the Solemnity of the Nativity.  This weekend, the rose-
colored candle is lit on the Advent Wreath, its bright color symbolic of 
joyful anticipation.  Rose-colored vestments are worn; these are used 
only twice during the liturgical year – the other time being Laetare 
Sunday (another word for “rejoice”), which occurs on the Fourth Sunday 
of Lent and signifies the hope of the resurrection amidst an otherwise 

penitential season. 
The reading from the Gospel of Matthew is, at first, quite somber.  John the Baptist, the last and 

greatest of the prophets, the one chosen by God to preach a message of repentance, and to prepare the 
way of the Lord, was perhaps experiencing what could be called “a dark night of the soul.”  Imprisoned 
by King Herod and awaiting his fate, John can be forgiven for wondering – as so many do when reflecting 
upon life in their final days and hours – if he was following the right course.  I am sure that if we were 
facing his faith, we might question our path as well.  John sent his disciples to ask Jesus, the same man 
whom he had baptized, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?”  Jesus could 
have answered with a simple, “Yes!”  Instead, echoing the words of the Prophet Isaiah in the first reading, 
he told John’s disciples: “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their sight, the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news 
proclaimed to them.  And blessed is the one who takes no offense at me.”  To put it more simply: See 
and believe! 

In a sense, seeing even a great prophet like John the Baptist have his doubts can be reassuring to 
those of us who struggle with our faith.  Here was the man who, as an infant, had leapt in the womb of 
his mother Elizabeth, who had baptized Jesus, who saw the heavens open for Jesus and the Spirit 
descending like a dove.  He was witness to the voice from heaven saying, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased.”  And yet, beset by imprisonment and anxiety, he sought to reaffirm his faith.  
How often do we seek reassurance of our own faith, especially in times of pain and difficulty? 

As we continue our journey in the Season of Advent, let us embrace the gift of the Eucharist, the 
physical presence of Jesus’ Precious Body and Blood, and allow Our Lord to reassure us, to strengthen 
us, and to fill us with the grace we need to live each day as his disciples.  With renewed conviction, we 
can joyfully anticipate the celebration of Christmas, when we recall the birth of Our Savior into humanity.  
Christmas is coming!  Hurry, the time is near! 

                                                                                                                              Deacon Steven K. Szmutko 
 

TCA CONCERT 
Trenton Catholic Academy presents “Fr. Alphonse & The Orchestra of St. Peter by the 
Sea Christmas Concert” on Thursday, December 19, 7:30 PM at Our Lady of the 
Angels Parish, Immaculate Conception Church, Trenton. $30/ticket, $25/ticket for 
seniors, $40/ticket if purchased at the door. To purchase tickets contact Rose 
O’Connor 609-586-3705, ext. 147 or roconnor@trentoncatholic.org.  Please visit 
www.trentoncatholic.org to purchase tickets online. 
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In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

• French Drains
• Foundation Repair

• Basement Remodeling
• Mold Remediation

877-401-4777
morganbasementwaterproofing.com

morganbasements.com

All Work Guaranteed

234 West Upper Ferry Road
609-882-1150 | www.bloominggroveinn.com

Confi rmation Parties
Bereavement Luncheons

Graduation Parties 
Rehearsal Dinners &

Much More. 

Call our Banquet Director 
Chas Edinger today.  

Free and

10+ years serving neighbors

Require Activation with Selected Plan

359 Pennington Ave Trenton
In Pennington Shopping Plaza

GUTTER DOCTO
609-586-2300609-586-2300

Elegant Dining
Casual Gatherings

 For All Parties & Events
Let's meet at Freddie's!

Established in 1933

Freddie's Tavern
12 Railroad Ave, Ewing, NJ 08628

609-882-0978

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

Commercial Rates are at an All Time Low. 
Contact us today to get a free analysis 
to see if we can help Save you money
with your monthly payments on your 

commercial property. Multi-Family, Retail, 
Offi  ce Building, Apartment and Condos. 

Can close in as little as 45 days! Four season 
customer service is our top priority.

www.duqfunding.com
1650 Market Street - Suite 3600

Philadelphia, PA 19103

$350
Off

Any New Stairlift 
With This Ad
• FREE in home 

evaluations

• Family owned & 
operated for more 

than 20 years

1.888.900.8883
www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com

DONNA M. MURRAY
Sales Associate, REALTOR®

Fr o m  S t a r t e r  t o
S t a t e l y  H o m e s

 2 2 +  Ye a r s  To p  Ag e n t

Offi  ce (609) 924-1600 • Cell (908) 391-8396 • donnamurray@comcast.net
www.donnamurrayrealestate.com • 253 Nassau Street, Princeton, NJ 08540

As Shown GPS
*911 Direct Connect

Family  Ambulance 
Police Fire

GPS + Fall Alert* + APP Tracking
24/7•365 - USA Based Monitoring

No Contract
FREE SHIPPING

CALL NOW! 800-866-2180

Pol
GAS LOW ASAS LOW AS

$$19199595
A MonthA Month*

24 Hour Protection at 24 Hour Protection at HOMEHOME &  & AWAYAWAY!!
If  You LIVE ALONELIVE ALONE You Need MDMedMDMedAlert!Alert! TTM
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Since 1927
COMPLETE JANITORIAL 

AND WINDOW CLEANING 
SERVICES

Day & Evening Service

882-7400

WILSON-APPLE
FUNERAL HOME

SERVING THE HOPEWELL VALLEY FOR 50 YEARS

Pre-Need Planning                      609-737-1498
Robert A. Wilson, Owner    N.J Lic. No. 2520
R. Asher Wilson, Manager  N.J. Lic. No. 3823

Pennington Circle, Pennington, NJ

LAWN MAINTENANCELAWN MAINTENANCE
Providing Quality Service for over 20 yearsProviding Quality Service for over 20 years

W. Trenton, NJ                 609-771-6804

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

609-386-6969
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

RIGHTWAY 
WATERPROOFING CO.

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

• General A/C Repair
• Air Conditioning Installation
• Multi-Zone Systems
• A/C Replacement
• Duct or Ductless Systems

267-577-3569 
267-357-0022 

info@hvacmorav.com

     935 Parkway Ave., Ewing, NJ                      609-882-3800 1863 Hamilton Ave., Hamilton, NJ
Michael V. Grandi, NJ Lic. No 4427, Manager

ESTABLISHED 1870

After School Program
Summer Camp

6 Weeks to Pre-K

1640 Pennington Road, Ewing, NJ 08618
609-493-5533               bwkidsacademy.com

Wanda D. Lattimer, Director

Lorraine Kosztyu, DMD, PA
General Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Offi  ce Hours:
Monday 8 am-6 pm • Tuesday 7:30 am-5 pm

Wednesday 8 am-5:30 pm • Friday 8 am-4 pm
Saturday - Open One Per Month

Call (609) 896-1050 to schedule an appointment.

Visit WWW.KOSZTYU.COM
82 Franklin Corner Road • Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

MARY ANNE BOHLINGER CPA LLC
T  • A   • P  S

Mary Anne Bohlinger, CPA CFP®
32 W. U  F  R .
E , NJ 08628-2714

(609) 538-8351
www.bohlinger.com

What’s My Name?
The #WHATSMYNAME Movement asks everyone 
to simply ask drivers “What’s my name?” before 
entering their vehicle to make sure it is the car they 

are supposed to enter.

In Rememberance of Samantha Josephson

#WHATSMYNAME

Wedding Wedding 
Invitations & Invitations & 
Holiday CardsHoliday Cards
Log onto Log onto 
www.jppc.netwww.jppc.net
conveniently from conveniently from 
your home or offi ce.your home or offi ce.
Online CatalogOnline Catalog
Online OrderingOnline Ordering
Online ProofingOnline Proofing
All Major Credit All Major Credit 
Cards AcceptedCards Accepted

FREE UPS FREE UPS 
GROUND GROUND 
SHIPPINGSHIPPING!
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