
Just saying hello once again.  I promised I wouldn't do this too often,  

but I wanted to reach out today. 

 

It was very strange celebrating the Solemnity of the Annunciation  

yesterday with an empty Church.  But I know that many of you have been  

looking in on the daily Masses on Facebook Live.  I think I have finally  

gotten the camera situation figured out.  Of course, the "camera" is  

really my phone stuck on top of a tripod, but so far it seems to be  

working out.  Reminder that daily Masses are being live streamed at  

7:30AM and I will be offering Mass on Sunday via live stream at 10:00AM  

for the time being (Saturday AM will be at 8 as it normally is as well.)  

Here is the link to the parish Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/OlgcWestTrenton/ 

 

Yesterday at 12:00PM Roman Time (which was 7:00AM our time) Pope Francis  

joined Catholics around the world for a Lord's Prayer in unity asking  

God's strength in the current pandemic.... 

 

Tomorrow, Friday March 27, 2020, he will give a special Urbi et Orbi  

blessing to the entire world from St. Peter's.  The blessing will be at  

6:00PM Roman Time which is 1:00PM Eastern.  I am looking into who will  

be carrying it live, but I am sure, if all else fails, it will be found  

on EWTN. Please take the time to tune in if you can.  A plenary  

indulgence has been attached to participation in the  

blessing...https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/pope-calls-for-christians-to-unite-in-prayer-for-

end-to-pandemic.html 

 

The diocese is keeping people updated on who is offering Mass and other  

devotions online @ www.trentonmonitor.com So, check in there for  

information as well. 

 

Remember that we still have our Formed.org subscription if you are  

looking for Spiritual content while you are home. 

 

I include this, because I have been asked, and because you may have seen  

this on other websites: yes, many parishes and church related  

organizations are going to be entering very difficult financial times  

over the next few weeks.  The diocese has even set up a fund where  

people can send money in to directly benefit a particular parish.  Our  

Lady of Good Counsel is on solid financial footing, thanks to the work  

of previous administrations and our relatively low expenses.  That does  

not mean we could survive forever, but we will be ok.  However, remember  

that you can still enroll in Parish Giving online from our website  

www.olgcc.net, and we still get mail to the office.  Unfortunately, at  

the moment our renovation project has ground to a halt, however,  

hopefully that will get up and running again soon.  The pandemic will,  

at minimum push our finish date into the Summer. 

 

At this time, we do not know when we will be able to return to public  

Sacramental and organizational gatherings.  WE are relatively certain,  

unfortunately, that we will still be under our current state mandated  

isolation during Holy Week this year.  That will make the celebrations  
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and commemorations of that week, up to and including Easter Sunday of  

the Resurrection, very difficult and strange for us, as they are dates  

that are so central to who we are as a Church.  I will let you know how  

you can participate in those celebrations remotely and we will keep  

ourselves united in prayer and in spiritual communion as we pray for an  

end to this pandemic.  Also, if we get a delivery of Palms, I will put  

them in storage as best I can, and hopefully will be able to bless them  

and distribute them at a later date.  I will not be able to do so on  

Palm Sunday though, due to concerns about spreading the virus. 

 

I want to thank Jim Gambino, who has still be trying to keep food  

donations organized in the garage.  I am sure those who benefit from our  

non-perishable donations are going to be desperate for food in the  

coming weeks, so keep that in mind as you shop for yourself. 

 

Finally, just a reminder that if you happen to be in the area, the  

Church is still open for private prayer from early in the morning until  

dark (about 8PM).  Also, I am still available for confession, with  

appropriate social distancing.  However, remember that we are being  

asked to keep non-essential travel to a minimum...or not at all, so  

please take that into account when you are deciding what to do.  IF you  

are concerned about the Sacrament, but also do not have a way to come in  

person at this time, I offer you words from Pope Francis that were given  

last week on making an act of perfect contrition, which will suffice  

until the time comes when you can be present for an individual  

confession. You will find the article excerpt below the signature line. 

 

Please know that I continue pray for you all, and ask you to pray for me  

as well.  We pray for those who are ill, and in particular for those who  

have died, and their families.  I miss seeing everyone, but I know we  

will see each other again soon.  Again, please share with those who may  

not receive this.  God Bless You. 

 

Father Mike 

 

The pope also noted that during this time, if people are confined to  

home, they may be unsure of how to reach a priest to receive the  

sacrament of penance. 

 

“You do what the Catechism says,” he stated. “It is very clear: if you  

do not find a priest to hear your confession, speak to God, he is your  

father, and tell him the truth.” 

 

Enumerate your sins, ask the Lord for forgiveness with all your heart,  

and make an act of contrition, the pope explained. “Promise him: ‘Later  

I will confess, but forgive me now.’ And immediately you will return to  

the grace of God.” 

 

Pope Francis referred to paragraphs 1451, 1452, and 1453 of the  

Catechism of the Catholic Church, which speaks about contrition and  

forgiveness for one’s sins. 

 



“Contrition,” the catechism says, “is ‘sorrow of the soul and  

detestation for the sin committed, together with the resolution not to  

sin again.’” 

 

When this contrition arises from “a love by which God is loved above all  

else, contrition is called ‘perfect.’” 

 

The catechism states that perfect contrition “remits venial sins; it  

also obtains forgiveness of mortal sins if it includes the firm  

resolution to have recourse to sacramental confession as soon as  
 


