SEVETH SUNDAY OF EASTER—THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD ®* MAY 24, 2020
137 West Upper Ferry Road ® West Trenton, New Jersey 08628

Parish Ministries & Services
Parish Rectory & Office
Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Monday thru Friday
9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Rev. Michael Hall, Pastor
Email: FrMike@olgcc.net
Deacon Steven Szmutko
Brenda O’Callaghan, CRE

MASSES
Weekdays: Monday thru Friday 7:30 AM
Saturday 8:00 AM
Weekends: Saturday Vigil 5:00 PM
Sunday 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM
Holy Days: 7:30 AM, Noon & 7:00 PM
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 to 4:30 PM
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament—
Closed during construction

Infant Baptism: Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays
at Noon with prior arrangements made at least three
months in advance with the Infant Baptism Ministry.
Parents are required to attend a parish preparation
program. Godparents must be practicing Catholics in
good standing with their local parish. See the ministry
brochure in parish Literature Racks.

Marriages: Arrangements should be made at least
one year in advance. Couples are required to participate
in a parish marriage preparation program and to attend
a pre-marital conference sponsored by the Diocese.
Weddings must be scheduled before 2:00 PM on
Saturdays.

Ministry to the Sick and Homebound: To
arrange for the spiritual needs of the homebound or
sick, contact the Rectory Office and see the ministry
brochure in parish Literature Racks. Urgent sick calls at
any time.

Registration: All parishioners should be
registered. Please contact the Rectory Office when
entering or leaving the parish.

Religious Education
Brenda O’Callaghan, CRE

609-882-3277

Fax: 609-882-4375
Website: olgcc.net
E-mail: rectoryoffice@olgcc.net

609-883-9005

NEW E-mail: olgc.re.wt@gmail.com

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament—closed for construction

Rectory Office

Adult Faith Formation
Deacon Steve

Consolation Ministry
Rectory Office

Homebound Out Reach
Rectory Office

Infant Baptism
Mary Szmutko

Knights of Columbus
Frank Ferdetta, Grand Knight

George Steward, Church Director

Liturgical Ministers

Music Ministry
Deirdre Hindley, Organist

RCIA
Deacon Steve

Senior’s Club
Mary Pat Voorhees, President
Dolores Sebasto, Vice President

Social Services
James Gambino

Youth Ministry
Darlene Wilson

‘Web Master-Debbie Smith

609-882-3277

609-947-0587

609-882-3277

609-882-3277

609-847-0796

609-883-1559

609-883-9173

609-882-3277

609-882-3215

609-947-0587

570-290-2373
609-882-5085

609-818-1708

609-882-2996
609-882-3277


mailto:olgc.re.wt@gmail.com

Our Lady of Good Counsel Church

Mass LNSg for the
I nten A f‘I/Vee&

All public Masses have been temporarily suspended per
our Bishop, David O’Connell. Masses listed below will
still be offered in a closed to the public (as required for
safety) setting. All Mass Intentions will be offered.
Go to our Face Book Page For Live Streaming:
https://www.facebook.com/OlgcWestTrenton

SATURDAY, MAY 23, 2020
Special Intention
Dec’d Members Gofus & Palatine Families
r/o Gail Ann Palatine
r L
SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2020

R
Feast of the Ascension \ " ¥
People of the Parish
Intentions of Rosemary
McMyne r/o Mom
Joseph F. DeMarco

r/o Andrew J. Tobias

MONDAY, MAY 25, 2020

Memorial Day
Deceased Military of our Parish

TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2020

James McMyne

r/o Sister, Mary Pat Voorhees

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27,2020

Leah Irene Simonetti

r/o Bob & Debbie Smith & Family

THURSDAY, MAY 28, 2020

Special Intention

FRIDAY, MAY 29, 2020

Special Intention

SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2020

Special Intention

M/M James Russell

r/o Michael & Eileen Giglio

SUNDAY, MAY 31, 2020

Pentecost Sunday

For the Intention of Marie Muscente
r/o Philomena Muscente

Grace Dunigan

r/o Deacon Steve & Mary Szmutko

ciarin i
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Religious Education Classes are CLOSED.

e Due to the current health crisis, we have
cancelled all remaining classes and events on
the 2019-20 RE schedule.

e Confirmation is postponed at this point until the
crisis abates and we receive direction from the
Office of the Bishop about rescheduling the
ceremonies.

e First Communion is postponed at this point until
the crisis abates and restrictions are lifted to
allow us to safely celebrate Mass as a
community again.

e Check our website for updates in the weeks
ahead.

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS FOR
BRENDA O’CALLAHAN, CRE
The new current address is:
olgc.re.wt@gmail.com

5‘"Take

Notel

Update on Spring Confirmations

to be rescheduled
Bishop O’Connell has given delegation to all
pastors the faculty to confer the Sacrament of
Confirmation on their parishioners who were
receive Confirmation

already scheduled to
during the Spring Confirmation season but
were postponed due to the pandemic.
Confirmations will be rescheduled, before the
first week of Advent, when parish Churches
are reopened and by observing all precautions
that may still be in place in the State of NJ.

Pray for our Sick:

Margaret Babecki, Michael Babick, Rosemarie Buker,
Dianne Claire, Richard Cook, Sara Cooper, Elizabeth
Gervasoni, Nick Gregorio, Sherri Hanlon, Marie Hegyi,
Kevin McBride, Dolores Megesy, Keith Mello, Joan
Moore, Marie Muscente, Kim Nash, Angelika Niranjan,
Rita Obed, Vincent O’Dell, Joan Pachuta, Michael
Palumbo, Germaine Ryan, Lucy Saganowski, Kristy
Shanahan, @ Suzanne  Sibley, Paul  Sollami,
Bert Steinmann, and all parishioners who are sick or
homebound. Please call the parish office at 609-882-
3277 to add a name to the prayer list and to inform us
when all is well so we may take a name off the list.



https://www.facebook.com/OlgcWestTrenton
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7* Sunday of Easter

Are yow able to- help?

Please be mindful that although Masses
have been suspended food donations are
needed more now than ever. Because of
business closures, temporary layoffs,
schools not in session and food bank
depletions your donations will be greatly
appreciated. Please leave donations in the Rectory Garage
on the tables provided.

Please be advised that no crowds exceeding 10 are allowed
anywhere in NJ according to the Governor's mandate.
Please observe social distancing (6 feet) and mask must be
worn. If there are already several people near the drop off
location, please wait in your car until the appropriate time.
Thanks for your continued support!

You can view Mass live at the times listed or
view the recording any time afterwards on our
Facebook Page. Church will be locked during
live streaming.

Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.

Saturday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Visit our Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/OlgcWestTrenton

\l‘ari¢’§¥(%iVi“ﬂ

e Gy Mg’

Options to Give

Give Online:
You can give safely and securely online through Parish
Giving on our website.
Visit: https://www.olgcc.net.
Drop Off:
Drop off your donation in the mail slot in the Rectory
Office door. Go into the enclosed porch facing church.
Open the screen door to the front door at the bottom
part of the door you will see the metal mail slot. Drop in
your envelopes.
Or Mail to: 137 West Upper Ferry Road, West Trenton,
08628. Thank you!

This is a challenging time for all of us and we thank you for

your continued support

0533o0lgc

FORMED

for
At our Custom Parish

URL: OLGCC.Formed.org

Also available as an app on Mobile devices.
This is a great resource for spiritual programs and
videos for the whole family.

Click on the link and join for free.

This is an awesome resource! Don’t delay.

Prayer of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, | believe that
You are present
in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and | desire to receive
You into my soul.
Since | cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually
into my heart.
| embrace You as if You
were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

“God gives where he finds empty hands.”

e 30 should we

Annual Catholic Appeal 2020
We have reached the half way mark to our $32,000.00
Parish Goal. When we reach our total goal we will qualify to
get a percentage returned to our parish. Our progress to
date is: Pledged: $16,555.00 Received: $14,558.00.
If possible please consider making a commitment to the
Appeal, this will help support many pieces of outreach that
the Diocese is responsible for. Thank you for your
generosity. To make Donations:
» ONLINE: Access on our secure website at
www.dioceseoftrenton.org/catholicappeal to easily make a
pledge, payment or outright gift.
»BY MAIL: Send a check or money order to our processing
center, made payable to Annual Catholic Appeal: Diocese of
Trenton PO Box 70170 Newark, NJ 07101
»BY PHONE: Call our Department of Development at 609-
403-7197 with your credit card information.



https://www.facebook.com/OlgcWestTrenton/
https://www.olgcc.net/
http://www.dioceseoftrenton.org/catholicappeal

May 24, 2020

Spirituality of the Readings
Ascension of the Lord - 7" Sunday of Easter

Reading I: Acts 1:1-11
Responsorial Psalm: 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9
Reading Il: Ephesians 1:17-23
Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20

Ascension Y )
He has been telling the apostles about his crucifixion and death, remember? The possibility of losing him had terrified them,
as we saw.

But then he rose again.

This too was a shock, a huge one. It was “unbelievable” for many of them, in the full sense of that word.

Some simply refused to accept it! But in time they got over “resurrection-shock.” All of them, even Philip, could let go of the
sorrows of Jesus’ crucifixion and death and have some real joy for a change.

And then he told them he was going away, this time forever.

He did not exactly tell them, he let them overhear his great prayer to the Father. (7 Easter Gospel) A really huge jolt.
Whiplash material. First it involved insurmountable sorrow and loss, followed then by out-of-your-mind astonishment and
joy, but resulting in goodbye forever.

Jesus’ great prayer in the Gospel for the Seventh Sunday of Easter is one very helpful way in which he consoled them.*
There he is praying not for the world but for the ones his Father gave him. His words aren’t about separation but just the
opposite: the disciples are always to be with him, and with the Father as well, even to the end of time!

You and |, just like the disciples, need a lot of time to understand this.

Here is what Jesus is saying, in one interpretation:

The Father and | are one. When you see me you see the Father.
And | will be one with you in the same way the Father is with me.
We all will be present to each other in the oneness of love.

Then a funny thing happens. Instead of breaking in with a clownish “couldn’t you just show us the Father and forget all this
talk about unity and oneness,” Phillip begins to listen as Jesus prays in a remarkable way.

In essence, Jesus says, they have accepted your words, Abba, and they truly understand the fact that | came from you.
They believe that you sent me.

What is it that they have accepted and believed? It is the power of God’s love even amid departures and loss.

And something else, something we saw last week, but could not identify yet. Jesus was so wide open to God that the two
were completely at one. “Whoever sees me sees the Father,” he said. That is a very deep description of such love.

How does this make sense to us?

We need to have the Holy Spirit of God come to us tenderly and lift us into flight so we can see how the risen Christ works.
From such a vantage point, maybe Jesus would say something like the following to us:

| have shown you who God is and who | am. Now | go, like all human beings, back to the Father—your Father and my
Father. This Holy Spirit of God | have been describing? It is no fantasy. | am going to send it into you, and as often as you
accept it you are one with me and with the Father.

Next week, on Pentecost, we will celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit. For now we are waiting. Let us drink a lot of
spiritual coffee so that we will not sleep through it.
John Foley, SJ

_* See the Gospel for the 7th Sunday of Easter for this prayer. Especially, “and now | will no longer be in the world, but they are in the
world, while | am coming to you.” (Jn 17:11)

If your diocese, like so many, is celebrating the Ascension on Sunday instead of Thursday you would hear a different reading.
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http://cms.usccb.org/bible/readings/052420-ascension.cfm
http://cms.usccb.org/bible/readings/052420-ascension.cfm
http://cms.usccb.org/bible/readings/052420-ascension.cfm
http://cms.usccb.org/bible/readings/052420-ascension.cfm
http://cms.usccb.org/bible/readings/052420-day.cfm
http://cms.usccb.org/bible/readings/052420-day.cfm
https://liturgy.slu.edu/AscensionA052420/reflections_foley.html#footnote
https://liturgy.slu.edu/AscensionA052420/reflections_foley.html#body
http://usccb.org/bible/john/17:11
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What's My Name?

The #WHATSMYNAME
Movement asks everyone to
simply ask drivers “What's my
name?” before entering their
vehicle to make sure it is the car
they are supposed to enter.

#WHATSMYNAME

In Remembrance of
Samantha Josephson

-THAT’S A WIN WIN!
Call 1.800.333.3166 TODAY!

533 Our Lady of Good Counsel (I)

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business

John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc. (800) 333-3166 - www.jppc.net
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