
Our Lady of Good Counsel
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT • NOVEMBER 28, 2021

Rev. Ariel Robles, Pastor 
Email: FrAriel@olgcc.net 
Deacon Steven Szmutko 

Brenda O’Callaghan, CRE

Parish Rectory & Office 609-882-3277 
Office Hours M-F: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

Fax: 609-882-4375
Website: olgcc.net   

E-mail: rectoryoffice@olgcc.net 

MASSES
Weekdays: Monday thru Friday 7:30 AM, 

Saturday 8:00 AM

Weekends: Saturday Vigil 5:00 PM
Sunday 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

Holy Days: 7:30 AM, Noon & 7:00 PM
Reconciliation:  

Saturdays 4:00 to  4:30 PM ~ Mask  are required
THANKSGIVING DAY MASS : 8:30 AM  



R e a d e r s
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4
5:00 PM Jackie Crane
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5
8:30 AM Sean Feddema
10:30 AM Mike Delahanty

E u c h a r i s t i c  M i n i s t e r s
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4
5:00 PM Ginny Evans
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5
8:30 AM Tom Maguire
10:30 AM Tony Jones

A l t a r  S e r v e r s
SATURDAY DECEMBER 4
5:00 PM Nathan Stankus
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5
8:30 AM Brayden Spina & Daniel Wilkes
10:30 AM Dylan Rutkowski

N e w s  &  E v e n t s
Saturday, December 4 Novenas follow morning Mass. 
Reconciliation is 4:00-4:30 p.m. Mask are required.

Friend us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/OlgcWestTrenton/

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2021
5:00 PM Dolton Family Deceased Members

r/o Helen Marie Dolton
Intentions of Eileen Trusky 
r/o Paul Medwick

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2021 
First Sunday of Advent ~ HOPE

8:30 AM Larry Henricksen r/o Hajjar Family
Philomena Muscente 
r/o Debbie & Pete Yacyk

10:30 AM Sara Cooper r/o Mike Delehanty
Harry Masterson, Jr. 
r/o Nettie Masterson Eubank

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2021 
7:30 AM Anne Coyne r/o Andrew O’Rahilly

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2021 
7:30 AM Jonathon Hess & Von R. Hess 

r/o Helene & Butch

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2021
7:30 AM Janet Morris r/o Bruce & Donna Young

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2021 
7:30 AM For Intention of Theresa Gregorio

r/o Donna & David Collins

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2021
7:30 AM Janet Morris r/o Angela Como

David Salvatore r/o Mary Arcadipane

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2021
8:00 AM Special Intention
5:00 PM For Intentions of Elianna Bree Diaz

r/o Grandmother, Wanda Diaz
People of the Parish

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2021 
Second Sunday of Advent ~ Peace

8:30 AM Eleanor C. Roach r/o Deacon Steve & Mary
Philomena Muscente r/o Frank Ferri

10:30 AM Sara Cooper r/o Dylan Rutkowski
Nicholas Muscente  Intentions of Marie
r/o Daughter

Collection Total unavailable due to early publishing date.

Can you say 
yes Sister 

one more time?

December 11-12 is the Annual Collection 
for Retired Religious.

There will be two collections. Please be generous.

Pray for our Sick: Rosemarie Buker, Richard Cook, 
Katie Dao, Al Gatto, Elizabeth Gervasoni, Theresa 
Gregorio, Sherri Hanlon, Marie Hegyi, Carol Lake, 
Kevin McBride, Keith Mello, Joan Moore, Marie 
Muscente, Kim Nash, Angelika Niranjan, Carol 
Perrine, Lucy Saganowski, Gregory Schafer, Kristy 
Shanahan, Steve Schmierer, Linda Solinski, Paul 
Sollami, Stanley Wroble, Nancy Newell Yeomans 
and all parishioners who are sick or homebound.

Please call the parish office at 609-882-3277 to add 
a name to the prayer list and to inform us when all is 
well so we may take a name off the list. 

Advent Penance Service ~ Cohort 9 
Saturday, December 11, 10:00 A.M.

Please wear mask covering both nose and mouth. 
Additional Priest will be available for Confession. 
Come prepare your heart for our Infant King.



 
Deacon Steve Szmutko’s Reflection on the Sunday Readings 

November 28, 2021  –  First Sunday of Advent 
 

Jeremiah 33: 14-16     Psalm 25: 4-5, 8-10, 14 
1 Thessalonians 3:12 – 4:2    Luke 21: 25-28, 34-36 

 
“Lord God, your Church joyfully awaits the coming of its Savior . . . “ 
Pour forth your blessing upon us as we light the candles of this 
wreath . . .”  (Prayer for the Blessing of the Advent Wreath) 
 
 Today, the Church celebrates the First Sunday of Advent, 
marking the beginning of the new Liturgical Year. The Season of 
Advent is a time of preparation for the coming of the Son of God,  
Jesus Christ, both in history and in his second coming at the end 
of time. Advent is also a time of expectation and hope. It is not 
just a few weeks to mark the time before the celebration of 
Christmas; rather it is an important period of prayer, reflection 
and spiritual preparation.  Pope Francis once said: "Advent in-
vites us to a commitment to vigilance, looking beyond ourselves, 
expanding our mind and heart in order to open ourselves up to 
the needs of people, of brothers and sisters, and to the desire 
for a new world." 
 

 Throughout the Season of Advent, I will share some of the traditions common to this special time of 
year, the reminders of how we use imagery, sacramentals and other symbols to engage our body, 
mind, and spirit toward a deeper understanding of our faith. The most common Advent devotion is the 
lighting of the Advent Wreath, both in our homes, or in the celebration of the Sacred Liturgy. The Ad-
vent Wreath is a symbol of the anticipation and hope of the world for the coming of Our Lord and Savior 
at the end of time, as well as a reminder of Jesus’ coming into the world in history. Each wreath has 
four candles, three purple candles and one rose-colored candle (although four white candles may occa-
sionally be used). Purple (also prominent in Lent) signifies the preparatory or penitential nature of the 
Advent Season. The faithful are encouraged to pray, repent, and offer good works to prepare their 
hearts for the celebration of Christmas. The rose-colored candle, lit on Gaudete Sunday (which means 
“joy”), reminds us that the Solemnity of the Nativity is drawing near; Advent is halfway over as we jour-
ney to  Christmas. Candles are lit progressively each week as a sign of expectation and for Christ’s first 
coming into the world, as well as the anticipation of the Lord’s coming for the final judgment at the end 
of time. The colors of the priest’s and deacon’s vestments will match the colors of the candles in the 
Season of Advent, except for certain solemnities such as the Immaculate Conception. 
 
 Today’s reading from the Gospel of Saint Luke focuses on the second coming of Our Lord at the 
end of time, when he will come to judge the living and the dead. We know neither the day nor the hour, 
but there are certainly times when it seems as if we are living in the end times, but I am sure that Chris-
tians have felt this way throughout history. For faithful disciples, Jesus encourages them to not fear. 
“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on earth nations will be in dismay, per-
plexed by the roaring of the sea and the waves . . . And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory. But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your 
heads because your redemption is at hand.” Those who persist in prayer, and live life according to the 
Gospel message have nothing to fear. As we prayed in the Responsorial Psalm: “Your ways, O LORD, 
make known to me; teach me your paths, for you are God my savior, and for you I wait all the day.” 

 
And so, as we begin the Season of Advent, let us remember that Christ is never far from us. He 

came to earth in human history to save all people from sin and death, is with us today in the Holy  
Eucharist, and will return at the end of time to gather his faithful to himself. “Be vigilant at all times!” 

 
Deacon Steven K. Szmutko 



On November 30, 2021, Catholic schools 
from across the Diocese of Trenton are 
participating in Giving Tuesday, the global 
day of charitable giving that follows 
Thanksgiving, Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday. Giving Tuesday is a day of chari-
ty that fosters connection and generosity 

which helps you bring real change to your community. 
100% of the monies raised through this campaign will go 
directly to the Catholic school that you specify in your dona-
tion. Help support our Catholic Schools this Giving Tuesday 
by sharing your resources; a donation to the Catholic school 
of your choice, pledging to volunteer your time at a school, 
or sharing a prayer in support of Catholic education!  
  Visit www.LeadinFaith.org  

Thanksgiving 
In this season of Thanksgiving, why not 
celebrate your marriage and its many 
blessings by attending a  
Marriage Encounter Weekend?  
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Week-
end gives you the time and tools to  
revitalize romance, deepen communica-
tion, and nourish the spirituality in your 
marriage. The next Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter Weekend in Central New Jersey will be held 
February 4 – 6. Please apply ASAP as space is limited. 
Phone 1-732-904-9636 for  app and information (Tom & 
Ruth DeFalco). 

RROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY COHORT 9  
 

You are invited to join us for our   
Upcoming Events:  

December 12th following 9:30 a.m. Mass at 
St. James. We will be making out Christmas 
cards for Nursing Home residents. If you 
have extra cards please bring them. 
Sunday, January 16th Annual Christmas Party 
at Acacia Restaurant details TBD. 
St. James Church 29 E. Paul Ave. Trenton, NJ  

The Ewing Knights of Columbus  
Christmas Card Sales 

The Knights will be selling 
Christmas Cards and car mag-
nets at all Masses the weekends 

of November 20-21, November 27-28 and 
December 4-5. Your support will help the 
Knights continue their charitable activities. 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Christmas Gifting  
Outreach 

 
Once again it is your opportunity 
to participate in our Christmas 
Gifting Outreach ministry 
where our parishioners purchase 
gifts for those in need in our  
Diocese to help brighten their 
Christmas holiday. 
  

To participate, please take a gift tag, or more, from the 
baskets located in the front Church vestibule. This 
years’ tags include infant (0-2 yrs.), toddler (2-4 yrs.), 
child (5-10 yrs.), and teen (11-13 yrs.).  Purchase the 
gift, attach your gift tag to it and return it to the  
designated table in the Rectory Garage by Monday, 
December 13th.  Please do NOT wrap your gift 
 
For those who do like to wrap gifts, consider adopting 
a family this Christmas.  Catholic Charities of Trenton 
is searching for Adopt-a-Family  
donors right now.  Struggling families of various sizes 
provide wish lists for specific items, which you can 
help provide.  Family sizes include Small (2 people), 
Medium (3-5 people), Large (6 or more) or  
No preference.  
 
Please call Jim Gambino of our  
Social Services Committee at  
609-818-1708 to find out how you 
can participate in this program and 
help brighten Christmas morning for 
a struggling family in our Diocese 
this year. Adopt-a-Family gifts may 
also be left in the Rectory Garage.  

 
THE MELCHIZEDEK PROJECT 

Priesthood Discernment Gathering  
for young men aged 16 – 40. 

An evening with prayer, discussion and fellowship. 
Join us if you are interested in learning how to  
discover God’s will for your life and are open to  

discerning a vocation to the priesthood. 
Thursday evenings 6:30 to 8:00 PM 
Frassati House (Lawrence Township) 

December 16 
For more information call 609-406-7448. 



 

Please Note Early  
Bulletin Deadlines 

 
Articles for 12/19 Bulletin Due 12/06 
Articles for 12/26 Bulletin Due 12/13 
Articles for 01/02 Bulletin Due 12/17 

Study Theology at Georgian Court University!  
All programs can be completed remotely, or you can come 
to our beautiful campus in Lakewood, NJ. Master of Arts 
or a Graduate Certificate in Theology, with concentrations 
in Pastoral Ministry or Mercy Spirituality. Not sure? Take 
one or two classes on a non-matriculating basis to see if 
our programs are right for you. Generous financial aid 
available. New semester begins January 18, 2022. There is 
still time to apply. Contact department chair Johann M. 
Vento for more information: jvento@georgian.edu. We 
look forward to getting to know you and talking about your 
interest in studying theology. 

MEALS ON WHEELS OF 
MERCER COUNTY 

 
Can you spare a few morning hours to make a differ-
ence in the life of a homebound resident of Mercer 
County?   

Meals on Wheels of Mercer County delivers meals 
Mon-Fri to homebound residents. 

Volunteers meet between 10:00 and 10:15 a.m. at 
Rider University to pick up the meals and driving di-
recƟons.    

Volunteers can go by themselves or in pairs.  
Most routes completed within one to two hours.  

All COVID safety guidelines are followed.  
 Please consider joining us in providing nourishment 

for the body and the soul!   

Call 609-695-3483 for more informaƟon or   
e-mail llivne@mealsonwheelsmercer.org  

TThanksgiving 
Report card—A+ 

 
Many thanks to all parishioners who 
participated in our Thanksgiving Food 
Drive this year.   
 

Because of your generous donations, our Social Service 
Committee volunteers were able to process and deliver 11 
turkeys, 1 Large Lasagna and 34 bags & 13 boxes of  
non-perishable food items to Catholic Charities and Mount  
Carmel Guild, Trenton. 
 
Parishioners also donated a $25 check to Mount Carmel 
Guild plus one $25 Gift Card to Shop Rite and one $50 Gift 
Card to Shop Rite.  
 

Thank you for caring and helping provide a 
special holiday meal for those in need! 

CASH Bingo 
Over $1300 in CASH Prizes! 

  

Saturday, December 4, 2021 
Incarnation Church Auditorium 

1545 Pennington Road, Ewing NJ  
• Doors open 5:30 pm • 

• Bingo begins 6:15 pm • 
  

12 games with 3 sheets per game included. 
Additional cards, 50/50 round of bingo cards, 

raffle tickets for great prizes and 
50/50 available for purchase. 

  

Tickets $25 
  

Limited seating! Must be 18 to attend. Coffee• tea• beverages•  
dessert included. BYO snacks & beverages 

 

To order tickets in advance call 609-882-2860 or 
isjcommunityevents@gmail.com.  

 All funds raised benefit Incarnation-St. James  Community Events. 

Thank you for your support! 

 
COINS FOR CHARITY  
Containers will be at the entrances to the 
church the first full weekend of            
December the 4-5.  
Please continue to place your  
Marrazzo’s receipts in the containers at 
the entrances to the church.   

Thank you for your generosity!  
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In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

877-401-4777
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

609-386-6969
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

RIGHTWAY 
WATERPROOFING CO.

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

CLEAN OUTS
& REPAIRS LLC

Quick, Reasonable, Reliable Service
Senior & Military Discounts

We will remove almost anything 
from your home, business, yards, 

garages, basements

609-498-1144
NJ Lic# 0400-5829-96

25% OFF Any Clean Out

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T YO U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & support

RIDESHARE
ZONE
S

A

M

I
#WHATSMYNAME

toptop

sksk

atchatch

nformnform

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

For
Advertising
 Information

Call  Joli Weber 
Cell 609-731-3804

800-333-3166 Ext. 177

jweber@jppc.net

$350
Off

Any New Stairlift 
With This Ad
• FREE in home 

evaluations

• Family owned & 
operated for more 

than 20 years

1.888.900.8883
www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com
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Since 1927
COMPLETE JANITORIAL 

AND WINDOW CLEANING 
SERVICES

Day & Evening Service

882-7400

WILSON-APPLE
FUNERAL HOME

SERVING THE HOPEWELL VALLEY FOR 50 YEARS

Pre-Need Planning                      609-737-1498
Robert A. Wilson, Owner    N.J Lic. No. 2520
R. Asher Wilson, Manager  N.J. Lic. No. 3823

Pennington Circle, Pennington, NJ

     935 Parkway Ave., Ewing, NJ                      609-882-3800 1863 Hamilton Ave., Hamilton, NJ
Michael V. Grandi, NJ Lic. No 4427, Manager

ESTABLISHED 1870

$4.00/30 day supply on over 200 Generics | $3.00/pill Viagra or Cialis | Pill Packs
Prescriptions Ready in 10 Minutes

www.donnamurrayrealestate.com

This Space is 
Available!

800-333-3166 ext. 161
www.jppc.net

Lorraine Kosztyu, DMD, PA
General Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Offi  ce Hours:
Monday 8 am-6 pm • Tuesday 7:30 am-5 pm

Wednesday 8 am-5:30 pm • Friday 8 am-4 pm
Saturday - Open One Per Month

Call (609) 896-1050 to schedule an appointment.
Visit www.Kosztyu.com

Dentistry

82 Franklin Corner Road • Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
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