THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ¢ September 27, 2020
137 West Upper Ferry Road * West Trenton, New Jersey 08628

Parish Ministries & Services
Parish Rectory & Office
Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Monday thru Friday

Rev. Ariel Robles, Pastor
Email: FrAriel@olgcc.net
Deacon Steven Szmutko
Brenda O’Callaghan, CRE

MASSES
Weekdays: Monday thru Friday 7:30 AM
Saturday 8:00 AM
Weekends: Saturday Vigil 5:00 PM
Sunday 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM
Holy Days: 7:30 AM, Noon & 7:00 PM
Reconciliation: Thursdays 6:30 to 8:00 PM
Inside front church doors mask must be worn,
social distancing observed
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament —Suspended

Infant Baptism: Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays at
Noon with prior arrangements made at least three months in
advance with the Infant Baptism Ministry. Parents are
required to attend a parish preparation program. Godparents
must be practicing Catholics in good standing with their local
parish. See the ministry brochure in parish Literature Racks.

Marriages: Arrangements should be made at least one year
in advance. Couples are required to participate in a parish
marriage preparation program and to attend a pre-marital
conference sponsored by the Diocese. Weddings must be
scheduled before 2:00 PM on Saturdays.

Ministry to the Sick and Homebound: To arrange for the
spiritual needs of the homebound or sick, contact the
Rectory Office and see the ministry brochure in parish
Literature Racks. Urgent sick calls at any time.

Registration: All parishioners should be registered. Forms
are available in the parish office and on the website. Please
contact the Rectory Office when entering or leaving the parish.

609-882-3277

Fax: 609-882-4375
Website: olgcc.net

E-mail: rectoryoffice@olgcc.net

Religious Education
Brenda O’Callaghan, CRE

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Rectory Office

Adult Faith Formation
Deacon Steve Szmutko

Consolation Ministry
Rectory Office

Homebound Out Reach
Rectory Office

Infant Baptism
Mary Szmutko

Knights of Columbus
Frank Ferdetta, Grand Knight
George Steward, Church Director

Liturgical Ministers
Rectory Office

Music Ministry
Deirdre Hindley, Organist

RCIA
Deacon Steve Szmutko

Senior’s Club
Mary Pat Voorhees, President
Dolores Sebasto, Vice President

Social Services
James Gambino

Youth Ministry

Web Master/Bulletin
Debbie Smith

609-883-9005

E-mail: olgc.re.wt@gmail.com

609-882-3277

609-947-0587

609-882-3277

609-882-3277

609-847-0796

609-883-1559
609-883-9173

609-882-3277

609-882-3215

609-947-0587

570-290-2373
609-882-5085

609-818-1708

609-882-3277
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2020
5:00 PM Intentions of Kyle Lang
r/o Elaine L. Palatine
Don Smith r/o Wife & Family
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2020
26™ Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 AM People of the Parish
Intentions of Stanley Wilk r/oDebbie Smith
10:30 AM Jean Vadola r/o Family
James & Judith Peoples r/o Lucille Tettoli
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2020
7:30 AM For the Intentions of Catherine Cowell
r/o Rose Cowell
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2020
7:30 AM For Intention of Joanne M. Wuest
r/o Elaine L. Palatine
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2020
7:30 AM Donald Geoghan
r/o Ken & Janice Ellsworth
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2020
7:30 AM Catherine Paci
r/o Helen Marie Dolton
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2020
7:30 AM Robert Arcadipane r/o Wife & Children
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2020
8:00 AM Special Intention - Blessing of Pets at 9am
5:00 PM Pasquale Muscente
r/o Philomena Muscente
People of the Parish
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2020
27™ Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 AM Rabati Family r/o Mary Arcadipane
Carol Golden
r/o Carol Golden Przechacki
10:30 AM Laura DelLellis r/o Children
Joseph A. Gambino, Sr.
r/o Bob & Dulcy Ricciani
ychurch
support
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Parishioners using envelopes 63
Envelope Contributions $2,188.00
Average Contribution $34.73
Loose Cash $298.00
Contributions for September 20t $2,486.00

Thank you for your generosity during the pandemic.
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Readers
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
5:00 PM Jackie Crane
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4
8:30 AM Sean Feddema
10:30 AM Mike Delahanty
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Pray for our Sick:

Margaret Babecki, Michael Babick, Rosemarie Buker,
Dianne Claire, Richard Cook, Sara Cooper, Elizabeth
Gervasoni, Nick Gregorio, Theresa Gregorio, Sherri
Hanlon, Marie Hegyi, Frank Maske, Kevin McBride,
Dolores Megesy, Keith Mello, Lorraine Metzgar, Joan
Moore, Marie Muscente, Kim Nash, Angelika Niranjan,
Rita Obed, Vincent O’Dell, Joan Pachuta, Michael
Palumbo, Germaine Ryan, Lucy Saganowski, Kristy
Shanahan, Suzanne Sibley, Paul Sollami, Frances
Zenchak, and all parishioners who are sick or
homebound.

Please call the parish office at 609-882-3277 to add a
name to the prayer list and to inform us when all is well
so we may take a name off the list.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Fr. Ariel is continuing with Thursday evening confessions
inside the front doors of the church from 6:30-8:00. Please
be mindful of social distancing and wear a mask.

Wedding
Banns

[l Christopher McDonald and Grace Tuvera

M aSS Go to our website:
: -LIVESTREAM olgcc.net Click on the

Visit our parish website and celebrate Facebook Icon
the liturgy with our parish community Or

Go to our Face Book Page for

Live Streaming at:
https://www.facebook.com/OlgcWestTrenton
Daily Masses Monday through Saturday Live Streamed at
the regular Mass times. Sunday Mass Streamed 10:30 A.M.

Important Notice — Charitable Donations
There is a need now more than ever!
Please leave your charitable donations on the
tables inside the Rectory garage. Donations
. & may include non-perishable food, gently used
]' h"-l\{”{“‘ clothing and accessories, ~baby, small

- household, and personal care items. There is a
freezer for frozen items. Follow the sidewalk between the
Rectory and Garage and enter the garage side door.

Thank you for your cooperation & continued generosity!
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Religious Education Classes will be Virtual for the 2020-
2021 School Year. We are in need of volunteers to teach!
Share your faith with the youth of our Parish.

Please contact Brenda O’Callaghan: 609-883-9005 or
email: olgc.re.wt@gmail.com

NOTE: Religious Educations Classes will start on
Monday, October 12",

Annual Rosary Rally
Our parish Annual Rosary Rally will
take place at the Fatima Statue at
the entrance to our church on
Saturday, October 10" from Noon
to 1:30 PM.
Please join us in prayer.
If inclement weather we will be in
Church.
Any questions call:
Marge Stanford at 609-882-6555

Blessmg L"

of the

Animals

&2

SATURDAY OCTOBER 3, 9:00 AM

People all over the world will be celebrating the feast day of the
Patron Saint of Animals, Saint Francis of Assisi. It is customary that
in remembrance of St. Francis of Assisi's love for all creatures;
animals are led to churches for a special ceremony called the
“Blessing of the Animals.” We meet at the Church
(Elevator/Rectory) side door. Please leash all dogs and put in pet
carriers/crates, cats or smaller critters. Please clean up any critter
mistakes if someone gets too excited. Any questions call:

Marge Stanford at 609-882-6555

Bishop extends Mass dispensation

Bishop David M. O'Connell, C.M., issued the following message July
30, 2020:
Given all current public health and safety reports, | am
extending the dispensation from Sunday obligation to attend
Mass beyond the aforementioned September 7 date listed in
our Diocesan Directives “until further notice.”
The faithful are certainly encouraged, but not required, to
attend Sunday Mass in their parishes whenever possible or to
participate in outdoor or live-streamed parish Masses offered
online until the dispensation ceases “to keep holy, the Lord’s
Day.” Please continue to remember one another in prayer,
especially the sick, the departed and all those providing care
for them at this time.

Respectfully in the Lord, Bishop O’Connell
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Catholic Charities News %\
You are invited to the Catholic Al
Charities  inaugural  Guardian

Cathuhc .Charltics

DIOCESE OF TRENTON

Angel Benefit of Hope virtual
event on Wednesday, September
30, 2020 from 6:00 to 7:30 PM. This fun and entertaining
virtual fund raiser, hosted by comedian Joe Piscopo, will
feature entertainment, a silent auction, basket raffles,
giveaways and a Super 50/50 raffle. Catholic Charities
Diocese of Trenton, inspired by our Catholic faith, provides
trauma — focused specialized counseling, addiction treatment,
domestic violence services and help meeting basic needs for
over 100,000 people each vyear, regardless of their
religion. The celebration is an opportunity to hear stories of
the transforming impact Catholic Charities makes on our
community. There is no charge to attend the event but, we
ask that you register
at www.catholiccharitiestrenton.org/GABOH2020.

Hope you can tune in.

WayS to Give: Visit our parish website
to sign up for online giving »
\ Online: with Parish Giving™.
You can give safely and
securely through Parish Giving 7 —
on our website. Visit:
https://www.olgcc.net. el aut
< Drop Off: /
Drop off your donation in the
mail slot in the Rectory Office
door. Go into the enclosed porch s:mplc. secure.  convenient.

facing church. Open the screen

door to the front door at the bottom part of the door you will
see towards the bottom door the metal mail slot. Drop in your
envelopes.

\ Mail to: 137 West Upper Ferry Road, West Trenton,
08628.

\ Drop in the Collection Basket: located at each open
entrance after Weekend Masses. Thank you! This is a
challenging time for all of us and we thank you for your
continued support.

Reminder - Please remember that
masks are reguired at all times
while on the church premises.
This is for the health and safety

of everyone.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Nurses know! A nurse

parishioner has shared that a mask worn properly
must cover your nose and mouth. Thanks for your
cooperation!




Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time — September 27, 2020

Reflection on the Sunday Readings
26™ Sunday of Ordinary Time

Eze 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-9; Phi 2:1-11; Mt 21:28-32

Amen, | say to you, tax collectors and
prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God
before you.

The doors are open for all who sincerely and
wholeheartedly return to God; indeed, the Father is
most willing to welcome back a truly repentant son
or daughter. The result of true repentance,
however, is that you do not fall into the same faults
again, but utterly uproot from your souls the sins
for which you consider yourself worthy of death.
When these have been destroyed God will again
dwell within you, since Scripture says that for the
Father and his angels in heaven the festal joy and
gladness at the return of one repentant sinner is
great beyond compare.

That is why the Lord cried out: What | want is mercy, not sacrifice. | desire not the
death of a sinner but his conversion. Even if your sins are like crimson wool | will make them
as white as snow; even if they are blacker than night | will wash them as white as wool.

Although only God has power to forgive sins and cancel transgressions, the Lord
commands us also to forgive our repentant brothers and sisters every day. So if we who are
evil know how to give good gifts, how much more generous must be the Father of mercies, the
good Father of all consolation, who is full of compassion and mercy, and whose nature it is to
be patient and await our conversion!

Genuine conversion, however, means ceasing to sin without any backward glances.
God pardons what is past; but for the future, we are each responsible for ourselves. By
repenting, we condemn our past misdeeds and beg forgiveness of the Father, the only one who
can in his mercy undo what has been done, and wipe away our past sins with the indwelling of
his Spirit. And so, if you are a thief and desire to be forgiven, steal no more. If you are a robber,
return your gains with interest. If you have been a false witness, practice speaking the truth. If
you are a perjurer, stop taking oaths. You must also curb all the other evil passions:

Anger, lust, grief, and fear.

No doubt you will be unable all at once to root out passions habitually given way to, but
this can be achieved by God’s power, human prayers, the help of your brothers and sisters,
sincere repentance, and constant practice.

Clement of Alexandria (c.150-2I5)

Nothing is known of his early life nor of the reasons for his conversion to the faith. Clement may be considered
the founder of speculative theology. He strove to protect and deepen faith by the use of Greek philosophy.

0533olgc 3|Page



Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time — September 27, 2020

2020 Annual Catholic Appeal - PARISH GOAL - $33,000.00
e OLGCC total pledged to date: $19,969.20 Total Collected: $19,452.20

CATHOL ] C There are Three Ways to Donate

S 3

04017197 b o~ o]

We are $13,130.80 away from goal. If you are able to help by making a contribution/pledge to the Annual Catholic
Appeal it would be a blessing to the campaign. When we reach goal the parish will receive a percentage back for
parish needs. Please prayerfully consider making a donation to the Annual Catholic Appeal we need you.

Your donation is important in building up our Church. For more information contact the Department of
Development at 609-403-7197. Check or money order made payable to Annual Catholic Appeal: Diocese of
Trenton, Department of Development, PO Box 70170, Newark, NJ 07101

3 U [ U M N}
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AUTUMN PRAYER
God of all seasons, we thank you for autumn.

We thank you for the touch of coolness in the air that gives us a new burst of energy,
for the coloring of trees that shows the creativity of the Divine Artist, for the falling leaves that
reveal the strength of the branches, for the hues of fields that bring peace to our souls, for the

smiles on pumpkins that bring joy to children, for the fall harvest which that brings us

gratitude for the bounty of our land, for this change of seasons that reveals the circle of
life. God of all seasons, as you transform the earth, transform us by your Spirit.
Amen

BISHOP O'CONNELL APPEALS FOR HELP FOR VICTIMS OF HURRICANE LAURA
Hurricane Laura has wreaked havoc in Louisiana and Texas, devastating families and damaging
and destroying churches. Here in New Jersey we are quite familiar with such experiences. | invite
you to consider contributing a gift to help rebuild and restore the lives of our affected sisters
and brothers and their families through these dioceses.
Hurricane Laura Relief Fund Diocese of Lake Charles
414 Iris St. Lake Charles LA 70601

Hurricane Laura Relief Fund Diocese of Beaumont
PO Box 3948 Beaumont TX 77704-3948
May God bless, protect, and restore the people suffering from the effects of hurricane Laura!
Let's keep them in our prayers. Thank you for your generosity!
Most Reverend David M. O'Connell, C.M. Bishop of Trenton

0533olgc 4|Page




Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time — September 27, 2020
2020 Annual Loaves and Fishes Event
October 31, 2020

LOAVES

Although it is only September, it's not too early for the parishioners of Cohort 9 to begin thinking
about our commitment to our annual Loaves and Fishes Event, which takes place every year
in the fall. This year, our serving date is Saturday, October 315t and due to Covid-19, we
cannot serve our traditional hot meatloaf meal. Instead of asking everyone to make a meatloaf,
or brownies, or purchase cookies, or juice or milk, etc., we are asking for and relying on your
financial support to fulfill our commitment to our friends in need in the Trenton area.

The Loaves and Fishes Committee has met twice now to plan what avenues we will pursue in
order to prepare for our annual Loaves & Fishes Meal serving.

Basically, all meals are curbside service. We are still working out the details of what to serve —
possibly something similar to last year’s event — a hoagie, some sides and a drink. In addition,
we have been asked to continue to provide a take home lunch — peanut butter and jelly
sandwich with fruit or a fruit cup. Again we are still working out the details.

In addition, the Parishes are not responsible for supplying a host of volunteers. What is needed
this year is financial support, so that the Committee members can begin to get the ball rolling
and purchase what is needed for this event. The average number of people that are fed on the
3 and 4" weekends of every month is 400, so we need to provide a minimum of 400 main
meals and 400 take home lunches.

With the guidelines of COVID-19, we cannot provide an envelope marked “Loaves and Fishes,”
but rather, we are asking you to please consider putting a personal envelope in the collection
basket marked “Loaves and Fishes.” We will continue to accept donations through the week
of October 25", You can also stop by the rectory to drop off your donation.

At this time, there is a real need to feed the needy in the Trenton area and we are looking
forward to keeping our tradition of assistance going strong as we do God’s work within our
Cohort.

Thank you in advance for your generosity.
Peter Brennan, Chairperson — Cohort 9

loaves:< Flshes
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Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary ‘T ime — September 27, 2020
DIOCESAN ADVISORY

Media reports have indicated significant spikes in
coronavirus cases in 21 states that have re-
opened or relaxed restrictions. As we approach
the first weekend of public, in-church Masses, we
are reminded of the Diocese of Trenton
directions, lest there be any confusion:

1. COVID-19 is still extremely contagious,
especially indoors or in closed settings;

2. The dispensation from the obligation to attend
Sunday/Holy Day Masses remains in effect so that
all Catholic faithful, in good conscience, are not
required to be physically present in church; live-
streamed Masses will continue in most parishes;

3. Anyone who is sick or at risk should not come
to church; that is not punitive but, rather,
common sense and an act of charity toward your
neighbors;

4. All parishes are expected to abide by
occupancy and other regulations of the Diocese
with care;

5. Masks must be worn (no exceptions), physical
contact of any kind must be avoided, social
distancing must be practiced, proper sanitation
must be observed at all public, in church Masses;

6. Before attending public, in church Masses, the
Catholic faithful are asked to consider any
possible health and safety risks involved.

Weekend Masses-Directives & Guidelines

The Diocese has limited attendance at weekend
Masses to 1/3 of attendance capacity. For Our Lady
of Good Counsel this places us at approximately
220 people per Mass. However, in our pews with
proper social distancing we are closer to 200. As
our normal weekend Mass attendance, in normal
circumstances is approximately 200 per mass, we
will not place any restrictions on attendance at this
time, but will revisit this if it is needed

e The Bishop continues to keep in place a
dispensation from Sunday and Holy Day
Obligations so that those who need to may
“stay home in good conscience.”

Those in high risk categories should
strongly consider staying home. Those
with the symptoms of any respiratory
illnesses must stay home.

0533olgc

All who attend must either enter through the
Main front doors or through the elevator
entrance. The other doors will be locked.
You may exit through any door.

Seating will only be allowed in un-taped
pews. Any non-cohabiting families must
maintain social distancing of at least 6 feet
even in the pews that are open. PLEASE
RECOGNIZE THAT YOUR FAVORITE
SEAT MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE.
Facial masks or coverings must be worn by
those who attend the Mass. The Priest and
Lector will remove face coverings for the
celebration but will wear them at all other
times.

For this initial phase, Holy Communion will
be distributed at the end of Mass, not at the
usual time. This will happen in both the
front and rear of the Church. Please
maintain distancing while in line and while
exiting the Church. Remove your mask to
receive communion and then replace your
mask. Communion in the Hand is
strongly preferred at this time. If you
must receive on the tongue please try to
wait until the end of the communion line.
The Restroom in the Choir stairway is
available for emergency use only.

Hand hygiene should be maintained and
while Sanitizer will be available at the
doors of the Church, parishioners are
encouraged to bring their own wipes and
sanitizer as well.

No bulletins, books, or handouts are
allowed at this time. Holy Water fonts will
be empty.

There will be no Offertory procession.
Collection baskets will be placed near the
exits of the Church.

Due to the danger of the spread of
respiratory droplets: congregational singing
is discouraged and hymns will not be
announced.

The continuation of public Masses will be
contingent on volunteers willing to help
sanitize the Church following the Masses.
The Cry Room and the Sacristy are
currently off limits to the public.

The 10:30AM Mass will be live-streamed
and recorded for the time being for those
who stay home.
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